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Becoming a Member of Biggar Parish Church

There are four ways to become a member of our local church

1. You may declare your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, be baptised and become a member at the same time.

2. Having been baptised as an infant you may wish now to make a declaration of personal faith and become a member.  This is usually done after a short course of learning about Christian beliefs.  

Note:  No matter how you might be coming to join you might also want to participate in such a course to renew your understanding of the Christian faith or to have opportunity to discuss issues of faith in a non-threatening setting.

3. Having been baptised as a member of another denomination you may wish to join our church.  This does not mean that you no longer retain your beliefs as an Anglican or a Baptist or whatever denomination you come from.  What it means is that you want to join our local church here in Biggar which is part of God's worldwide church along with the church you come from.  Biggar Parish Church is a part of the Church of Scotland so when you join us you are also joining the Church of Scotland.

4. Having been a member in another Church of Scotland you may wish to transfer your membership to Biggar Parish Church.  This is often called 'moving one’s lines'.  To do this you must ask the church you want to transfer from to give you a certificate of transfer and give it to our minister.

What membership is not:

1. Membership is not like joining a club. It is rather like joining a family.  It is joining others who, like you, have received God's call to be his disciple.  It is about coming together for mutual support and encouragement in living the Christian life. It is also about getting together with others to worship God and serve him in working together for his kingdom in the world.

2. Membership is not saying that you know it all, that you now have it all together.  It is rather, as someone on a journey of discovery, learning and growing spiritually-- joining with others who are on the same journey.  We are all at different stages of our journey and none of us has got things perfectly sorted in terms of behaviour we struggle with or the faith that we aspire to.

Membership entails responsibilities:

1. To believe and obey God and his word as far as you are able with the support and encouragement of others in the church

2. To strive to grow more Christ-like

3. To be in fellowship with other members

4. To bear witness to your faith in your daily life in appropriate ways

5. To give to a fitting proportion of your income to support our shared witness and mission

6. To take responsibility, when you are led, in the work and affairs of the church fellowship and outreach.

And, of course, as a member you have certain privileges:

1. You can vote in any church election (e.g. nominating a new minister, electing new elders).

2. As a member you meet the minimum requirement to be nominated to be ordained and to serve as an elder. 
3. As a member you may have your children baptised in Biggar Kirk (this is not a right per se but is up to the discretion of the minister who will discuss this with you)
4. In Biggar Kirk members may marry in the church for the reduced rate of 150 pounds instead of the usual 400 pounds :-) (Marriage in the church too is not a ‘right‘ for members but again is up to the discretion of the minister)
Welcome of New Members

Ordinarily you will be given the opportunity to affirm your faith (or reaffirm it for those who are transferring their membership from another church) as part of a Sunday morning worship service.  This is an opportunity also for the congregation to welcome you and get to know you.

The promises you are asked to make are below:

	Minister:
	Do you (affirm) reaffirm your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour?

	Reply:
	I do

	Minister:
	Will you be Christ’s faithful follower, obeying his Word and showing His love?

	Reply:
	I will, with God’s help

	Minister:
	Is it your will to be joined with this local congregation of Christ’s Church, to share in its witness and fellowship as far as you are able?

	Reply:
	It is

	Minister:
	Do you promise to be faithful in reading the Bible, and in prayer?

	Reply:
	I do, with God’s help

	Minister:
	Do you promise to give a fitting proportion of your time, talents, and money for the Church's work in the world?

	Reply:
	I do, with God’s help

	Minister:
	Do you promise, depending on the grace of God, to profess publicly your loyalty to Jesus Christ, to serve him in your daily work, and to walk in his ways all the days of your life?

	Reply:
	I do
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